DYNAMIC OF SOCIAL REVOLUTION
necessary if Marxism is not itself to become a fanatical
illusionism.
So far the accounts are square. Marxism recalls
Christianity to its duty of social revolution, to its
fundamental rejection of the supremacy of property
over persons, to the significance of its pristine impulse
to community; and Christianity recalls Marxism to
the dangers, indeed to the inevitable disillusion, of a
purely secular optimism.
Marxism declares that the reality of the individual
in capitalist society is largely illusory. It says, indeed,
that it is entirely illusory; but this, as we have seen, is
a paradoxical figure of speech. It is only as individuals
that men can accept Marxism. What Marxism actually
does is to effect a revolutionary change in man's con-
ception of his own reality. It does annihilate the
individual's 'bourgeois3 conception of his own reality;
but at the same time it makes him much more real. He
knows himself to be a member of the One Man of
human society, and at the same time he knows that he
knows this. That power in himself, but not of himself,
whereby he knows this, cannot be distinguished in fact
from what is known to Christian experience as the
Spirit. What Marxism accomplishes is a revolutionary
purification of the individual; a catalysis of the re-
ligious illusion concerning Man into social reality3 and
religious reality. And this is necessary and to be ex-
pected and welcomed; for the historical moment has
come when whatever hope there is of saving human
society from degradation and destruction lies in the
effort to make the Christian faith the dynamic of